
History vignettes for the United Church’s Centennial.  
By Gayle Simonson 

 

9. Early in the 20th century, racial prejudice was pronounced 

in Canada. In 1907, Union Congregational Church in Montreal 

was known as Porters’ Church because men in its black 

congregation were often away, working primarily as train 

porters. Women took on leadership roles. In 1925, Union 

became part of the United Church of Canada. It still 

encourages lay leadership and now offers a prison ministry as 

part of its outreach program. 

Always activists, members pressured the federal government 

before World War II to change military policy and allow 

blacks to enlist. Guests over the years have included Nelson 

Mandela, Bishop Desmond Tutu and others from South Africa 

and the USA. Famed jazz pianists Oscar Peterson and Oliver 

Jones played piano there as youngsters as, early on, it became 

a centre for performing arts. 

10. While his father and brother worked as train porters, in 

1941, Wilbur Howard became the first black to be ordained by 

the United Church. While others during college received 

student mission placements, Howard worked at the Fred Victor 

Mission in Toronto and in summer camps. He was also not 

settled in a congregation upon graduation as others were, 

instead working in other church positions. As associate editor 

of Sunday School publications, he helped shape the New 

Curriculum of the 1960s. Finally in 1965, he received a call to 

Dominion-Chalmers United Church in Ottawa, then in 1970 to 

Emmanuel United, Ottawa. He subsequently became president 

of Montreal-Ottawa Conference and the 1974 meeting of 

General Council elected him the first black Moderator of the 

national church. 

BEAVERLODGE WEMBLEY HYTHE PASTORAL CHARGE 
October 12 – Thanksgiving Sunday  

 
Scripture Readings for those who would like to read them 
in advance: 
October 19 – Nineteenth after Pentecost  
Jeremiah 31:27–34  
God’s new covenant will be written upon people’s hearts. 
Psalm 119:97–104 (VU p. 840) How I love God’s law. 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5  
People with itching ears will turn away from the truth. 
Luke 18:1–8  
The parable of the widow and the unjust judge. 
 
StewardShip Seconds:   Gratitude and thanksgiving are 
fundamental to our life as Christians. Remember to give, and 
to give thanks.  
 
 
 

Beaverlodge-Wembley-Hythe Pastoral Charge 
 
Tea on Tuesday:  Thank you for all who joined us and to our 
wonderful Hostess Lorraine. 
 
World Food Sunday:  Sunday, October 19 
 
Food Drive:  Our Food drive continues through to Sunday, 
October 19.  These donated items will be used to help 
restock the Wembley Food Bank.  The donations will be 
delivered to Wembley after the World Food Sunday Service. 
 
Memorial Hymn Sing:  Sunday, October 26.   Deadline to 
return requests is October 15. 



Concert:  We are excited to present an evening of music with 
the Pipestone Jammers and their special guests.  Saturday, 
November 8, Donations at the door, Refreshments served.  
Time to be announced.  
 

Looking for SHORT-TERM, FOCUSED VOLUNTEERS for Advocacy 

Support  

The Affirming committee is deeply concerned about the impact of 

recent Alberta legislation and implementation. It’s working on some 

letter/ postcard writing and storytelling focused on: the intrusive gender 

confirmation requirement for young female athletes; book bans; changes 

to disabilities funding and anti-immigrant actions. It’s a lot and we need 

help. Can you help us edit some short personal stories about the impacts, 

sharpen our advocacy asks, or help us with creative content? All 

members of our Region are invited; you don’t need to live in AB to help.  

Please contact chair Mickey Wilson for this short-term focused 

task: revmickeywilson@gmail.com  

 

Pastoral Charge Office Hours: Thursday and Friday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.   

 
Wembley United Church 

 
• Wembley Sunday Service 9:30 am 
• Wembley Thrift store: Thrift store hours - 

Second Saturday of each month from 10:00am 
to 1:00 pm in the Church basement.  Facebook 
Page is Wembley Thrift Store, check out our 
page for updates and specials 

 
Mailing address:  Box 534, Wembley, AB 
Street address:  9711 100 Street Wembley, AB T0H 3S0 
E-transfer Offerings: unitedwembley65@gmail.com 
Web page :  https://wembleyuc.ca/ 
Facebook pages: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/406148680279467 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1552615295042898 
 

Beaverlodge United Church 
 

• Beaverlodge Sunday Service 11:15 
• BUC Board Meeting:  Thursday, October 16, 6:00 

pm 
 

Mailing address: Box 387 Beaverlodge, AB T0H 0C0 
Street address: 403 10 Street Beaverlodge, AB 
E-transfer Offerings   envelope.steward@gmail.com     
Web page :    https ://beaverlodgeuc.ca/ 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/BeaverlodgeUnitedChurch 
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