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The Fish Rapper
Beaverlodge United Church Newsletter

October 15, 2018

Join us in our journey of faith at Beaverlodge United Church!
The Rapper
The Fish Rapper Newsletter was started by Heather Swallow, Faris Atkinson and Fern
Gudlaugson many, many years ago, ’way before “Rap music” was even thought about. Those
who knew Fern will remember her as a huge part of our congregation for many years, serving
on the Church Board, promoting Mission and Service, practicing mission and service, praying for
us, always encouraging us on the right path. And she was a very generous giver of her time, her
talents and her money.

“To whom much is given, much will be required”
– Luke 12:48
This was hand-written by Fern on a small poster that she hung outside the sanctuary to
remind us that what we have been blessed with is meant to be shared.
God gifts us all differently—some have skills to use, others have time to spend, and still others
have wealth to share. Please take some time to listen to how you are being called to walk with
God.
Thankfulness
Warm, windy weather
is giving our farmer friends a chance to get
back on the land…so
unexpected, so appreciated.
Have a look at the
pumpkin display at the back of the church
where we have written
some of the many blessings in our lives.
Family and friends, music, grandchildren, Rev Neal and Jini, our church family, good food,
unexpected phone calls from old friends, … the list goes on and on. Be sure and add your
blessings on the “Grateful pumpkins”!
Financial update – good news, not so good news
Our church givings have been relatively stable the last two years. That is pretty good news,
considering there are about 40 families/households that support our church (down from 57
three years ago). We thank you all for your faithful support.
The not-so-good news is that, because Beaverlodge United could not meet its expenses two
years ago (and for two years before that), our Pastoral Charge dipped into its savings and
decreased our monthly assessment by about $3000 per month for a period of 3 years. That
assessment pays for the minister’s salary, the secretary’s wages, Presbytery amounts and other
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expenses. Their idea was that 3 years would give us time for visioning, to re-evaluate our
ministries, to cut costs where possible, and find new ways of funding.
Our monthly expenses average $8300 covering: minister and secretary salary (via Pastoral
Charge), janitor wages, utilities, building maintenance, insurance and our Mission and Service
commitment. These are the biggest expenses. Our income for the first 9 months of this year
averaged $7571 per month including weekly offering and fundraisers, so we are needing our
November events to be successful. Most of our weekly offerings are given by “identifiable
givers”, those who contribute and receive a tax receipt at the end of the year.
There are many ways you can help support our church financially:
1. Give monthly using PAR (pre-authorized remittance). Your regular contribution is made
even if you aren’t in attendance. Please contact Lorraine Cage.
2. Use offering envelopes and become an “identifiable giver”. Please contact Lorraine
Cage.
3. Help to make our important November fundraisers – Roast Beef Dinner and Bethlehem
Market – super successful by inviting friends and family. Also invite them to be part of
our Sunday services!
Thank you!
We have lots of events coming up that we invite you to be part of:
Memorial Hymn Sing
On Sunday, October 28, we will remember and celebrate loved ones and those whose lives
have enriched our own Christian faith. What better way to do this than through music? We
will take requests up until Wednesday, October 24 from a list of hymns our musicians know. As
the hymn is announced, we will remember and recognize your loved one, and you may light a
candle in their honour. Contact the church office with your request, 780-354-2016.
Men’s Breakfast
A men’s breakfast will be held on Saturday morning, October 27, starting at 9:00 am at the
church. Bring a friend and your appetite. For more information, please contact Lance or Donna
Lewis at 780-354-2494.

Our Annual Roast Beef Dinner Sun, Nov 4
This is an important fundraiser in our year and a great family tradition!
Dinner is served from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Beaverlodge Community
Centre, and admission is by donation. All hot vegetable dishes are
prepared gluten, dairy and salt free. For many this is an annual family
event, bringing extended family and friends—old and new—to share an
excellent dinner (and pie!) while supporting the work of the church.
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Delivery of a hot meal is available on request. Contact Donna 780 354 2494 or Cathy 587 298
3648 to request an order form. In town delivery only.
We need lots of people to set-up, prep, cook, serve, deliver, and clean-up (there are always
lots of dishes!). If you have friends or family members who might be interested in helping, ask
them!
Some people may wish to donate money to pay for the beef roasts.
If you didn’t get a phone call or you missed adding your name to the sign-up sheet at the back
of the church, or you’re interested in helping, please call the church office or Cathy Given at
780-534-2028. Your help is greatly needed and so very much appreciated!
Table set-up and veggie prep on Saturday, Nov 3 from 10 am to noon. Bring muscles and your
favourite vegetable peeler! And a sharp knife or two!
No service on Nov 11 – Remembrance Day!
There will be NO SERVICE at
Sunday, November 11. All
services in Beaverlodge,

Beaverlodge United or Wembley United on
are encouraged to attend Legion-organized
Hythe or Wembley.

Christmas is coming!
Christmas is a
opportunities to
fundraising.

special time and here are some great
get involved with church activities and

Bethlehem Market
This year, the Bethlehem
Market is on Saturday, November 17 from 10:00
am to 3:00 pm, at Beaverlodge Regional High School. High school Social Studies classes and D &
D Accounting partner operate the Ten Thousand Villages sale of Fair Trade goods and crafts.
There will be a United Church Bake Sale, Cookie Run and homemade soup lunch. There will be
many other vendors and free crafts for kids. At 10:30 am, we have a live nativity scene with
real kids and real animals (hopefully). Reverend Neal narrates the Christmas story and we sing
carols to get us in the spirit of Christmas.
Once again we are looking for “cheerful givers” – those people who will donate their time and
talents, their baking, cookies and their soup, and…spend their money. It’s a great time to visit
and shop, knowing that your money supports not only our Church and local Food Banks, but
many projects that help people in developing countries. If you can help in any way, please
contact the Church at 780-354-2016 or Donna Lewis at 780-354-2494. We need kids and adults
– the more the merrier.
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This year, we will need a crew of strong people to haul tables from the museum on the
evening of Thursday, November 15, as the High School students are no longer be allowed to do
this.
Lefse making bee
We, led by Rena Kyle, will be making lefse, that tasty Scandinavian treat, to sell
at the Bethlehem Market Bake Sale. On Friday, Nov 9 starting at 3:30 pm at
Beaverlodge Regional High School, we will peel, cook and mash the potatoes,
and mix dough; and on Saturday, November 10 starting at 9:00 am we will roll,
fry and package the lefse. Please contact Donna Lewis for more info, and to
choose a job and a time slot. If last year is any indication, it’s going to be great
fun!
Christmas Services
Dec 2 – first Sunday of
Advent and White Gift Sunday service at
11:15 am. Bring nonperishable items to be donated to the Food
Bank as part of your offering. We will need a few boxes and people to take the food across to
the Neighbourhood Resource Centre after the service.
Dec 2 - At 7:00 pm join all churches and the community for the annual Nine Lessons and Carols
ecumenical service to be held at the Alliance Church next door.
Dec 9 – second Sunday of Advent; service at 11:15
Dec 16 – NO SERVICE AT BEAVERLODGE UNITED! We have been invited to a special service at
Wembley United, starting with a Breakfast served at 9:30 am.
Carpooling from Amisk Court at 9:05 am and from Beaverlodge United at 9:15 am will be
available.
Dec 21 – Blue Christmas service at 7:00 pm for those who are suffering loss, those struggling
with health problems, or those who just find Christmas a difficult time to be joyous. Need
comfort? This is the service for you and those who support you.
Dec 23– fourth Sunday of Advent service at 11:15 am.
Dec 24 – 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service: Everyone is welcome to the Candlelight service with
communion. Make going to church on Christmas Eve part of your family’s Christmas tradition.
(Note: no early service this year.)
Dec 25 – no Christmas morning service
Dec 30 – Carol service at 11:15 am.
Christmas choir
If you love to sing, come and practice a special song to be performed for the Service of Lessons
and Carols on Dec 2. Gwen Bartek will be playing for us with Cathy Given leading. Practices are
each Sunday right after the service starting October 21.
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Come meditate, centre yourself, and pray
Each Thursday afternoon at 2:00 pm, Mia Klein-Gebbinck, 780-354-2108, facilitates a Christian
meditation workshop.
Meditation is not something new, but has been
central to the Christian
experience and deeply rooted in Christian
tradition. It is also known as
“contemplative prayer” or “prayer of silence
and listening”. So needed in
our world of distractions.
Faith Formation classes
Sometimes called “Bible Study”, these classes explore a variety of topics. Contact Rev Neal
Palmer for more information.
Profession of Faith sessions
In our busy lives it is difficult to set aside time to explore our own spirituality. What do we
believe? How can we
nourish our faith in God? What does the United
Church of Canada
stand for? What about the Bible? If you want to
learn more about
God and share your faith and even your doubts,
consider this 6 to 8week program. For some, this is a pathway to
confirmation or
baptism. For others, it is a great spiritual refresher
course. For more information, please contact Rev Neal at 780-354-2016.

Pastoral care
If you or a loved one needs prayer or a visit or the gift of a prayer shawl, please contact
the church office at 780-354-2016. Also, our Healing Touch ministry team is available
for laying on of hands and prayers for healing.
Hythe Continuing Care Services
Join Rev Neal and other volunteers for 45-minute ‘old-time hymn’ services at 3:00
pm on Nov 4, Dec 2 and Dec 23. Singing together brings us all closer to God.

Hythe Pioneer Home Sevices
We have many United Church friends now living in Hythe who appreciate having
church come to them. Rev Neal invites others to come and share in a short service
on December 30 at 7:00 pm.
Prayer Shawl ministry
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Those who have been gifted with a prayer shawl know how much comfort they offer to those
who grieve or are hurting. If you would like to knit or crochet a shawl for this ministry, please
contact Christina Irvine. You will be blessed as you bless others.

C-A-K-E!
A new ministry for us is our Continuing Acts of Kindness to Everyone – C-A-K-E!
It is an extension of the deliberate acts of kindness we did during Lent this year. We are invited
to donate loose change (or more) to the CAKE fund. (No tax receipts given!) Once a month on
the last Sunday of the month, a name is drawn and all the money collected that month is given
to that person to create good in our community and world. So far, Jaxon Cage donated to FCSS,
Dolores Hollowell and Keith Bancesco donated to the Canadian Cancer Society on our behalf.
Ask them about it.

Let’s celebrate!
The first Sunday of the month we celebrate birthdays or anniversaries and wonderful news.
Join us for special goodies after church.
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Find us on Facebook!
Search for “Beaverlodge United Church” and you’ll find us. Be sure to “Like” us so
that you get notifications of upcoming events. And invite your friends to join as
well!
We’re on the internet
Google “Beaverlodge United Church” to find our home page and you’ll find lots of information
as well as each Sunday’s bulletin and announcements.
Help wanted!
We are in need of:
learn to run our projector, sound system and
 several people to
video camera – contact
Cathy Given
warm welcome on Sunday mornings – contact
 Ushers – to provide a
Dolores Hollowell
 Readers for scripture – contact Rev Neal Palmer
 Men’s Breakfast coordinator(s) – contact Donna Lewis
Church Board members for 2018; there will be some openings for 2019!
Chair – Cathy Given
Vice-chair – Brent Cage
Acting Secretary – Jini Palmer
Treasurer – Donna Lewis
Envelope Steward – Lorraine Cage
Worship – Dolores Hollowell
Acting Christian Education – Donna Lewis
Pastoral Care and Healing Touch contact –
Neva Hanson
Property – Allan Gifford/Dennis Lay
Stewardship and Outreach – Pat Thiessen.
Please contact any of these people with your concerns or offers of help. November is
nomination month. Please consider lending your time as a member of the Church Board.
We’re looking for new ideas and energy!

Please join us for weekly Sunday worship services and Sunday School at
11:15 am!
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Beaverlodge United Church
Box 387
Beaverlodge, AB T0H 0C0
Street Address: 403 10th Street Beaverlodge, AB
Website: www.beaverlodge.anwc.net
Email: bwpasch@telusplanet.net
Church office – Neva Hanson – 780-354-2016
Office hours: Thursdays and Fridays
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rev Neal Palmer (cell) – 780-518-1308
Cathy Given
If you would like an email copy of our
newsletters, which will save us paper and
postage, please email the church at
bwpaschg@telusplanet.net
Thanks!

