Moderator’s Advent Message 2021
Transcript of Videotaped Message
Grace and peace to you, in Jesus’ name. I’m Richard Bott,
Moderator of The United Church of Canada.
Happy New Year! In much of the Christian church, Advent is
the season that starts off the new liturgical year. We begin,
again, to prepare ourselves to tell the story of the coming of
the Christ-child.
As the number of hours that the daylight shines become fewer
and fewer, here in Canada and in the rest of the northern
hemisphere, much of our getting ready is done under the
night sky. Sometimes the stars are shining brightly, and
sometimes the cloud cover is thick, and sometimes snow or
hail or rain is falling as we get ready. But we still get ready. In
little ways, in big ways we still get ready for that moment
when we stand in the stable, with all of Jesus’ disciples
through the ages, in no little amount of awe and wonder, and
realize what this child is going to do that will change the
world: God’s presence embodied, who will turn the world on
its head, over and over and over again.
Perhaps it’s not so strange that we still get ready, no matter
what is going on around us.

have not yet had the opportunity to be vaccinated because
the vaccines aren’t getting to them. I wonder if part of the
way that we could get ready for the celebration of abundant
life in Jesus’ birth might be to share the resources and the
voices we have to make sure that every elder, every adult,
every teen, every child would have access to the vaccines, all
around God’s world.
You can find out more by going to united-church.ca and
searching “vaccine justice” (or by following the link at the end
of this video).
Perhaps, in this small way, our Advent preparations might help
the light of Christ’s love to shine in the night’s sky in a way
that that love can be felt, no matter how thick the clouds may
seem.
Blessed Advent, friends. I look forward to meeting you when
we gather at the stable. Until then, I wish you times when you
can go deep into your spirituality, times when you can be bold
in your discipleship, times when you can be daring in your
justice-seeking and justice-living!
Christ’s peace be with you.
Moderator Richard Bott

Here in Canada, and in many of the richer parts of the world,
our populations are able to celebrate the various winter
festivals with families and friends coming together, safer
because of the vaccines against COVID-19. But that’s not true
everywhere. There are many people around the world who
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